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expeced of o country whose national sym
bl is the harp, skgnifving the hand as vme
inspiration fos natkonal policy? I o other
lard is the word leden with 20 much cuhural
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lamd, Mlary Robinson, hersel o chamgpion of
literary Ireland, is more apd to call onothe
[HHCLS € i the country than the olinCERS B0
shapsr her visson of hmiclership. *In Irelanc.”
says wter Tem Pat Coogan, “one by dcfin
itson Ear betrer off offending a bank manager
than a poet! One may merely put paid to
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The Award came into being thanks io the
[Fihlin Mudsic ||":-\.|| GOoveErnment, actamg in
partnensbip with IMPAC. I is tee beainchibd
of Gay Mitchell, T.I». when he was Lord
Maver of Dublin, Miachell is now Ireland’s
Minser of State hor the Interaanons] Finan-
rtal Servioes Cenire

Thee [rish aee renovemed for their !;_.:'I'i- as
storytellers, and people of Irish descent
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o of Irisk Neeea v excellence has been a
force since e seventeemh conury, and
[rabilin has been the cenier of s creativity.
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twentseth cenbery, the 1916 Rising and the
War of [ndependence are
events reflected in much Boioa such 2% the
wink off Liam O Flalwemy
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abwervation and porteayal of s
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Somwe Dublin Writcers

Fonathan S LEGT-17485 ) Sanss anxl

mrove e, Anitboe o CRiiiinerE Treroe

Oliver Galclsmichs O1 7281774 Poset ared
roveles, Auithor of Tha Viggiral 1 grl_\_.f_i.;l.'.-f

Bram Stokocr | 184 7- 19120 Nowelist. Authos
ool vrcrala

Georpe Moore (1552 19380 MNovelsa
ared diaris

O Wikdle 1854 - 150600 Dicerrasist ancd
poet. Aunthor of The fogtaortance of Hedrg
Farspet, Sadoene and T Piciare of
Plarient Grey

Criivrge Bernaml Sheaw  1H50- 19500 Diircitist
aned Essanvist. Avvarcked the Nodwe| Pricos for

Lilemiure m 12

Walliam Bauather Yeats © 150 193400 Poset arad
Drarmatis. Awsarched thae Nobwel Prize for
Literature im 1528

Jolen Mllimgros Syage { LET - 150680 Dirama-
i, Aunhor of The Playboy ofitbe Wster
Wiarda

San O Casey 1880- 1904 ) Dmatist. Auther
of frarsn v the Praycockared T Moasgly
iargd The Siars
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persanaliny. His auodsiceragshical novel
Forckal feveand A Gial, 2 play in Idsh, ape

considened his best wogks
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Jim Irwin wos horn and g
raresh ol the Baons, New York
abi Armeerican Family
bl bl emdgrated o Ameerica fromn Bunido

ramn, Cir. Donegal, in che casdy pan ol this oen-
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iy, His BEaher Harey M Irevin was o Batial
o Chiteld in the Mew York Pire Fighting
Service, sl kver hesbed the Fire ol o o
Lowng Bskirwd

Educaned at Fordham University ancd
Humter Coll B wiheh al=o waorking <
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[imy Irwvin purchased IMPAC in 1972
wlwen # Foud six -c'l'||'\l|.u.<'|"\- L 1" I
Ay Fie o weobwide spadl of 1,500 wis i

L LIl

oF 0 paojedcts annmually
lim i= mevrried with three children and

rvels wah his wile Linda Sooin Irsin e

W oeee ks ol e v 1o IMPAC of [soes
throughouwt the world. Their itinerar
includes :l\.':'_lll.l: visits 1o Irelangd, s lrwin is
aenly amachad w has Insh hentage. He isa
e il Insh Amenica Magazxines' Hrsi
v Fond, In 1995 with a donation of

SECep dHEE am conjueciomn with TMPAG, Irvin

sponsared the Lord Mayor of Dublin®s
CHympic Feasibility Souchy

The Irwin's make their homee in

Litchheld, Conmedtecut and Punta Gorda,
Floricka
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